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nomination to local, State, and national des-
ignation. As a result of the collected docu-
mentation, the historic Overtown Folklife Vil-
lage and Dade County’s Black Heritage Trail
came to fruition.

It also works in conjunction with the Dade
County Public Schools by providing content for
the Infusion of African-American history into
existing curriculum utilizing source materials
for school children of all races throughout the
school year. It also initiated the restoration of
several historic sites including the Dr. William
A. Chapman, Sr. residence. Located on the
campus of Booker T. Washington High
School, the house was restored for reuse as
the Ethnic Heritage Children’s Educational
Center.

One of the more recent joint ventures it
worked out with the Dade County Public
Schools is the creation of a district-wide, multi-
cultural and multi-ethnic research and edu-
cational facility for students, teachers, and the
community. The objective is to provide oppor-
tunities for students at all grade levels to cele-
brate the rich variety of cultures in Dade
County. This program enables students to
record the past in relation to the present, as
well as ponder the possible events of the com-
ing century.

The documented materials that now form
the wealth of the Black Archives Foundation
collectively represent a stirring graphic journey
into the inner sanctum of some of the most
vivid life-experiences of African-Americans in
Dade County. The soul-searching representa-
tion captivated by its historic documents per-
sonify not so much the black destination, as
much as the episodic journey of our pioneers
to that destination. Together they evoke the
truism of a revered African Ashanti proverb
that ‘‘* * * until the lions get their own histo-
rian, the story of the hunt will always glorify
the hunter.’’

Mr. Speaker, I am truly proud of the pio-
neering efforts and resilient spirit of Dr. Doro-
thy Fields that nurtured the spirit of the Black
Archives Foundation in south Florida. The sig-
nificance of the role of the foundation is pre-
mised on the paradigm in that when you stifle
the remembrance of your people’s past, you
will have silenced the promise of their future.
Conversely, however, I am exultant that under
the aegis of this revered institution our com-
munity has truly become redemptive and
knowledgeable of the struggles and sacrifices
of our African-American forbears.

As we honor them through the celebration
of the 20th anniversary of the Black Archives
Foundation, we will have become once again
their partners in exploring the journey they
begun. In the convergence of our spirits and
memories with theirs, we will be enriched be-
cause through our understanding of the many
and varied messages they left us through their
life’s journeys, we will be inextricably linked
closer to them.

On this occasion, I want to congratulate the
board of directors and the board of trustees
for their steadfast efforts and genuine resil-
ience throughout the Black Archives Founda-
tion’s 20-year history. I would like to reiterate
our community’s utmost gratitude for giving us
the privilege of maximizing our knowledge of
the vast richness and nobility of our African-
American heritage.
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Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, today, along
with Congressman MARTIN FROST and Con-
gresswoman JUANITA MILLENDER-MCDONALD, I
am introducing the Police Pursuit and Rescue
Support Act. This legislation is very simple: it
will allow for our financially strapped police de-
partments to utilize Department of Defense
helicopters and other equipment to pursue fel-
ons or rescue citizens.

High-speed police pursuits are an unfortu-
nate consequence of the very difficult job that
our local police officers must do everyday. In
1996, 377 persons nationwide were killed as a
result of these high-speed pursuits, with 107
of these fatalities being occupants of other,
uninvolved vehicles or innocent bystanders.
Two persons in my congressional district have
died as a result of these high-speed pursuits
this year. Their deaths inspired me to seek a
reasonable and workable solution to this chal-
lenge. Helicopters have been shown to be a
more cost-effective and efficient device in
high-speed pursuits. However, the high ex-
pense to purchase and maintain a helicopter
is prohibitive to many local police depart-
ments.

The Police Pursuit and Rescue Support Act
will allow local police departments to utilize
helicopters or any other equipment from the
local Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, or Coast
Guard branch to pursue fleeing criminals or
rescue citizens. Upon the submission to the
Department of Defense of high-speed pursuit
and rescue guidelines by the local police de-
partment, the Department of Defense will
make helicopters and other equipment avail-
able, with a pilot and maintenance person,
free of charge, to the local police department.
This would be a mutually agreeable arrange-
ment: the local police department and the
local Army, Air Force, Coast Guard, or Navy
base both must conclude that this arrange-
ment is practical, feasible, and financially re-
sponsible.

The Police Pursuit and Rescue Support Act
is a voluntary program that allows local police
departments to draft their high-speed pursuit
and rescue guidelines, submit these to the De-
partment of Defense, and upon approval of
these guidelines, work with their local branch
of the Department of Defense to establish ex-
actly how, when, and where this emergency
equipment would be used. Each local police
department would have the flexibility to design
and develop their own high-speed pursuit
guidelines. As a former elected Michigan State
legislator, I am sensitive to mandates in a
one-size-fits-all fashion coming from Washing-
ton, DC, and stringently avoided any such pre-
requisites in the Police Pursuit and Rescue
Support Act.

Finally, this bill will make Department of De-
fense equipment available for the rescue of
citizens. Many of our cities have high-rise of-
fice buildings that are inaccessible by the
longest hook and ladder fire trucks. There are
those accidents and catastrophes that are only
accessible by the high technology, advanced
vehicles available to our armed services.

It only makes sense for our financially
strapped police departments to have access to
that equipment, already paid for by taxpayer
dollars, to safely pursue criminals and rescue
citizens. My bill gives local police departments
the flexibility to design policies that will protect
citizens, police officers, and save taxpayers
untold sums in wrongful death lawsuits.
f
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the 10th anniversary of the Edison
Industrial Systems Center. On November 6,
1997 EISC will celebrate its long history of
achievement and contribution to the busi-
nesses and citizens of Ohio at a celebration to
be held at the center of science and industry
in downtown Toledo, OH.

EISC has been a tremendous force in help-
ing to link companies to high tech resources in
Ohio and throughout the Nation. These con-
nections have been instrumental in increasing
production and in improving the quality of
products and employee skills in industry.

One of EISC’s major accomplishments is
the revolutionary and much acclaimed Toledo
Technology Academy. The academy’s goals
are to prepare high school students for high-
tech careers or for further education in engi-
neering disciplines.

Food production is Ohio’s largest industry
and EISC’s food technology centers work to
modernize food producers who still rely on
outdated technology for quality control. Mod-
ernization provided by EISC through this pro-
gram vastly improves plant safety, product
consistency and profits.

Among the innovations created under the
food technology centers are several new types
of food sensors that measure quality. Germ
free packaging methods instructed by EISC
are another helpful addition to the industry, im-
proving the safety of our food.

The center for technology commercialization
offers a variety of services to firms. Attorneys,
accountants, and financial institutions main-
tained by this division are available to compa-
nies as a form of cost-effective support.

Companies in the city of Toledo, OH, and
throughout the Nation are indebted to EISC for
its work. I will be pleased to join my commu-
nity on November 6, 1997, to commemorate
the strides EISC has made in 10 years of
growth and betterment to industry.
f
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the work and achievements of Assem-
blyman James F. Brennan.

Jim Brennan represents the 44th assembly
district containing section of Park Slope,
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